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1 96 Reviews of Books 

American History and Government. A Text-Book on the History 
and Civil Government of the United States. By James Albert 
Woodburn, Ph.D., Professor of American History and Politics 
in Indiana University, and Thomas Francis Moran, Ph.D., 
Professor of History and Economics in Purdue University. 
(New York: Longmans, Green, and Company. 1906. Pp. xix. 
476, lxxxviii.) 

The authors of this work state their purpose to be " to set forth the 
essential facts in the History of the United States and to explain the 
general principles of our national and local government ". 

The book is designed for use as a text-book in the grammar schools. 
So large a proportion of public school pupils conclude their school work 
in the grammar grades, it is thought desirable that some study of civics 
and history should be a part of the curriculum of those grades. It is 
the intention to combine the usual work in history with the study of 
the main principles of our government in their historical setting. For 
this purpose the authors have prepared this manual, which is very like 
the usual grammar-school history, with nine very excellent chapters, 
including a history of the Old Confederation and its Failures, and the 
Making of the Constitution, and a clear and careful exposition of the 
machinery of the national government as provided by the Constitution. 
These sixty-seven pages are altogether the best part of the book. In 
clearness of statement and explanation they leave little to be desired. 

The rest of the book is not so good. The style of the historical chap- 
ters is not attractive; the subject-matter is too condensed to be inter- 
esting. The division of paragraphs with the usual black-type headings 
is sometimes unfortunate. Too often the whole matter of the paragraph 
first appears in bold type, only to be repeated in smaller type below, 
much as is the case with the headlines in the newspaper. Paragraph- 
headings of any sort are of doubtful value. They leave too little to be 
done by the pupil. They interrupt the narrative and tend to destroy 
the curiosity of the reader. In some cases the heading contains what 
might better be left for the student to draw as a conclusion. 

A few loose statements are noted in the text of the historical chap- 
ters. John Cabot is said to have sailed from Bristol in search of a 
" Northwest Passage " to Asia. As he was ignorant of any land between 
England and Asia there is no evidence that he was searching for a 
" Northwest Passage ". George Calvert did not obtain a grant of land 
of " indefinite " boundaries, but his son Cecil obtained a charter giving 
him a grant with boundaries as well defined as circumstances would 
permit. The statement is made that in 1629 the patroon system was 
established in New Netherlands whereby " anyone " founding a settle- 
ment of fifty or more persons would be given a grant of land. The truth 
seems to be that in 1629 this privilege was offered by the famous charter 
of " Freedoms and Exemptions " to members of the West India Company 
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only, and that eleven years later in 1640 the privilege was extended to 
" all good inhabitants of the Netherlands ". New Jersey and Connecti- 
cut were not " the only northern states which retained a property quali- 
fication for voting in 1837 ", for in Rhode Island the suffrage was so 
restricted until after Dorr's Rebellion. 

In the main the spirit of the book is eminently fair and judicial, 
although it must be said that scant justice is done the English side of 
the argument in the matter of the Stamp Act, while in the discussion of 
the causes of the Mexican War there seems to be an undue desire to 
justify the action of the United States. In treating of Genet, and the 
relations between France and the United States in the administration 
of Washington no mention is made of the Treaty of 1778 which was 
ignored by the American government. It may be questioned whether it 
is quite fair to judge the action of England in the matter of "paper 
blockades " prior to the War of 1812 by the standard adopted by the 
great powers in the Declaration of Paris of 1856. The discussion of 
the Monroe Doctrine is inadequate, and is so condensed as to be mis- 
leading. 

The maps and illustrations are well chosen. The well selected list 
of reference books in the back of the volume are evidently designed for 
the use of the teacher rather than of the pupil. 

Archibald Freeman. 



